A Proclamation for maintenaunce of Tillage. 


E Nueenes Maieſtie our Soueraigne Lady,callyng to her mol 
gracious remembzaunce, the good and pzofitable lawes and ſtatutes 
made and ſet foozth in the tyme ol her noble pzogenttours foz the main- 
tenaunce of houſes andtenements of huſbandzy, and foz the increaſe of 
Tillage, and foz the mayntenaunce of hoſpitalitie in diuers of the late 
pꝛiories and monaſteries , and agaynſt the lettyng downe of townes, 
and the decay ot houſes of huſbandzy, and alto againft the conuertyng 
G4 ZAC of carable grounde from Tillage into paſture,as by the ſaidlawes and 
— — ffatutes moꝛe at large doth and may appeare: Ind fozaſmuch as her 
Maieſtie is geuen to bnderftand, that notwithtandyng the ſaide good and pzofitable ſtatutes a lawes, 
diuers andſundzy of her ſubiects in many ſbires ofthis realme, vpon a greedy and couetous minde; 
not hauing regarde to obey the ſaide lawes, haue and do dayly decay Townes and houſes of huſban- 
dzpe, and incloſe their groundes,and conuert the ſame from tyllage into paſture,and kepe not ſuch hol⸗ 
pitalitie as by the ſaide lawes they ought to do, to the great diſpleaſure of almightie God, the pꝛouoca⸗ 
tion of idleneſſe, and deſtructton or her Maieſties people, whereby her realme is in ſome part weakened, 
and moze is line, it ſpeedy reloꝛ mation be not had therein. The perill that may enſue many wapes ther- 
by, her highnes entendeth to fozeſee , and to let the partpes offendyng therein to bnderffande, that her 
Maieſtie mindeth to haue ſpeciall regarde therevnto, And yet doth neucrtheleſle in the meane ſeaſon 
by theſe pzeſents ſtraightip charge and commande them, and euerp of them that haue offended in the 
any ofthe pzemiſſes, that they do foozthwithrefourme all ſuch things, as they and euery ol them haue 
done oꝛ ſuffered contrary to the ſaid lawes and ſtatutes, wherein yt her Mateſtte ſhall perceauc they do 
neglect her commandement thertn, her highneſſe intendeth foozthwith, and with all ſeueritte fo pꝛo⸗ 
ceed againſt ſuch offenders, and to ſee refozmation of their offences, accozding to the expꝛeſſe wozdes 
and true meaning of her Maieſties la wes without any further tolleration oz remiſſion. And foz the 
better vnderſtanding of all ſuch ollendours her highneſſe pleaſure ts, that all her Juſtices of aſſiſe,'and 
Juſtices of the peace, within the limittes ol their Commiſlions, ſhall make diligent inquiry ofthe ol⸗ 
fences aloꝛeſayde, from tyme to tyme in all their aſſiſes and ſeſſions: and ſball further make ſpeciall 
repoꝛt to her highneſle , what they ſball fynde of any ſuch offendours in the pzemiſles, oz any part 
thereof, Geuen at her Maieſties Pallaiceof udeſtminter,the firſt day ol March. 15 5 8. in the xi. pere 


ol her highnelle mol pzoſperous raigne. 
God ſaue the Queene. 
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